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April 2011

Basic Skills at Cheatham Annex
By Christian Fary 

Hi, this is Christian Fary, your new Troop 200 Historian. I am a tenderfoot and I am happy to serve in this position. This is the first troop 200 blaze written with Mr. Eric Horton as our Scoutmaster! We all think he is doing a great job. . . but now back to the campout.
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 On Friday April 15, 2011, 53 scouts and 18 adults left St. Luke’s Church in hopes of finding great adventure at the Cheatham Annex Basic Skills campout. The troop’s focus was the new patrol named “Lightning Patrol”. When we arrived at Cheatham Annex, we got some bad news from the adults. They said a massive storm was heading our way and it was not looking good for Saturday. The adult leaders said that we would just have to wait and see what happens once the storm system got closer. We set up camp, got settled in and held the cracker barrel. A PLC was held at 10:00pm and again the storm was mentioned.  We all hoped the storm would pass as we got ready for lights out.
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Morning came and the patrols got up and made breakfast. When breakfast was over, the Fire Dragons, Titans, and the Lightning Patrol went to their stations. About half way through our stations, Tim Fary (our SPL) said he had some very bad news about the storm; it was definitely headed our way! So for the first time in Troop 200 history, a campout ended early. Tim said the storm was going to be there at around 2:00pm and it was already 12:00pm. We had to get moving- now! Amazingly, we packed, combed the campsite for trash and did our start-stop-continue by 1:30pm-WOW! We left Cheatham Annex at 1:45pm – 
teamwork and the patrol method at its best! 

Daniel Pierce got the “Golden Spork” award for his special bagels and Tom Hawkins was honor camper. A big thank you to Mr. Zaniewski for keeping us informed about the weather. Another big thank you to Tim Fary (SPL) and Mr. Dave Horne (Campout SM) for making this…  
The Best and Shortest 
Basic Skills Campout Ever!
