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May 2011

By Christian Fary
Cheatham Annex Canoe Campout Blaze
On May 27th, a warm Friday, scouts going on the Troop 200 Canoe Campout gathered at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church. The pressure was on for Dillon Wilbert since he was the SPL (Senior Patrol Leader) and for Mr. Jordan who was the CSM (Campout Scoutmaster). Everyone was counting on them to make this a GREAT campout despite having to change the canoeing and campout site at the last minute.  Instead of going to James River State Park (too much water caused the current to be too swift on the James River) T200 went to Cheatham Annex and canoed on Queen’s Creek.  When T200 arrived at camp, they set up their tents, made their cooking areas, and organized the campsite.  After all the setting up was done, they played a game of flashlight manhunt (I heard some people say it got pretty intense). After the manhunt madness was over, they had a PLC (Patrol Leader Conference). On Saturday, the adults led the flag ceremony.  Everyone had a hearty breakfast to get ready for the day’s events.  After breakfast everyone went to New Quarter Park; some scouts went to the boat launch for canoeing while other scouts went on a nature hike.  The canoeing group had to fight the current and winds which made for a tough workout.   Later, scouts that were not canoeing went back to base camp and took down the large 12 X 18 American flag.  Then, out of nowhere, lots of rain poured down and then stopped. Early that evening, the canoeing scouts got back to camp and everyone participated in the flag retirement ceremony followed by dinner.  Sometime after dinner Tim Fary, Jack Hawkins and Daniel Pierce formed the “Mooch Patrol”, a patrol that went around mooching food from other patrols!  There were wonderful skits performed by every patrol. The PLC took place at 9:30pm followed by a cracker barrel.  Later that night, the scouts played a game of manhunt WITHOUT flashlights! On Sunday, everyone got up, did flags, ate a good breakfast, cleaned up and took down camp. Finally, what Troop 200 does before leaving any campsite…form a police line, take a picture of everyone who was there, take down the flags, and head for home.
A big thank you to Mr. Jordan & Dillon Wilbert for making this the The Best Canoe Campout Ever!

