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September 2011
                     History Campout-Quantico Virginia       by: Christian Fary
Friday night, September 16, 2011, 21 scouts and 8 adult leaders met in the parking lot at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church. After we finished packing the trailer and were assigned to pods, we were off to Quantico, Virginia for a little fun in our nation’s capital. The campsite was dark when we arrived and everyone worked quickly to set up camp. The PLC was held at 10:00pm and then it was lights out.
 Saturday morning started the usual way, friendly taps on the tents from the SPL and his ASPL’s. Each patrol made breakfast and got ready for the day ahead. Buddy Horton, SPL for this campout, called everyone together and we all left for a fun-filled, educational day in Washington, D.C.  After we arrived at the Franconia-Springfield metro station, Mr. Fleri passed out our metro tickets with strict instructions NOT to lose them. The ride into the city was long, nineteen stops to be exact. Our first tour was at the Capitol building. We learned many facts about our nation including the weight of the Capitol dome – 9,000,000 pounds! At noon, we ate lunch in the Capitol’s cafeteria. The food was expensive but good. We had time to visit the gift shop before heading to our next tour which was at the National Archives. 
We saw the Declaration of Independence, all four pages of the Constitution and much, much more.

After the tour, we split into three groups. One group went to explore the monuments on the National Mall while the other two groups focused on the Air and Space Museum. The museum was filled with really neat aviation stuff including a flight simulator. Those who wanted to ride the flight simulator did while others watched. Everyone met at Arlington National Cemetery and watched the changing of the guard. We took a group picture and all shared a quiet moment at the grave of Felix J. Zaniewski, Hunter and Ryan Zaniewski’s grandfather. We left the cemetery quietly and headed for the metro station. Arriving back at camp, patrols gathered together and prepared dinner. After dinner, we all enjoyed a great time at the campfire hosted by Drew Lawrence. Each scout said what they were grateful for just before vespers. After vespers it was…Lights out!

Sunday morning was breakfast as usual and a Chaplain service led by yours truly –Christian Fary. We had start, stop and continue followed by packing and then everyone combed the campsite for trash. Before heading home, we visited George Washington’s beloved home, Mount Vernon. We watched a 16 minute video about the historical home and surrounding area. We split into groups and set out to explore the property. Everyone returned to their pod around 3:50p.m. At 4:00pm we were on the road and heading for home. 
Hunter Zaniewski earned the Honor Camper Award for his scout spirit and willingness to help his fellow scouts. Special thanks to SPL Buddy Horton, SM Mr. Lawrence and everyone else who made this campout …..  THE BEST HISTORY CAMPOUT  EVER!!!!
