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Trail Ride Campout - Oct 14-16, 2011

Tristan Wind, T200 Historian

T200 held its 2011 Trail Ride campout at Marriott Ranch in Hume Va. The campout plan called for horseback riding along a 1.5 hour guided western trail that passes through the western town of Marriott Forks. Scouts and adults arrived at St Luke’s at 5:30 p.m. and the Troop left for Marriott Ranch after packing was complete. The drive lasted 3 1/2 hours. The Troop campsite had a mountain view and river. After arriving, the SPL got all Scouts to set-up the campsite. That night, Scouts built a roaring fire, had cracker barrel, and a PLC. The next morning, Scouts and adults woke up early to cook breakfast before setting out to do horseback riding. TJ Barnes and David Davies made Troop cooking history by making homemade donuts in a Dutch oven. Scouts and adults then went horseback riding. The horses had names like Two Rivers, Man-Splitter, Bunny, and Widow Maker; and some had personalities to match. The trail passed by a western town and valley named Paradise, and we saw several longhorn cattle along the way. Some Scouts found horseback riding rough with sore legs to prove it, but all had an awesome time. After eating a backpack lunch, we explored a hay barn and played capture the flag. There were rumors of cow tipping by moonlight. Dinnertime brought an open campfire and Dutch oven cooking. The Mighty Ducks Patrol captured the Golden Spork award for a masterpiece dessert called smores cake. That night, Brian Lee and Hunter Zaniewski provided rollicking entertainment and Patrols did skits and a rendition of “Why you should never text while horseback riding.” The night finished with an open microphone beat box jam session. All Scouts and adults woke early the next morning, and Patrols again cooked by open fire and Dutch oven. After the flag ceremony, all patrols worked to pack-up the equipment and trailer. Then, Scouts and adults sat-down to do start, stop, and continue. Hunter Zaniewski earned Honor Camper for his quartermaster duties and Scout-like behavior. Patrol Leaders and Brian Lee, campout SPL, did an outstanding job. Congratulations.
The Trail Ride Campout at Marriot Ranch was Awesome!
