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Pilgrim Campout - Nov 18-20, 2011

Tristan Wind, T200 Historian


T200 held its 2011 Thanksgiving campout at Pipsico Scout Reservation in Spring Grove VA. Scouts and adults arrived at St Luke’s at 5 p.m. and left for Pipsico about an hour later after some final packing. We drove about 1 1/2 hours to get to Pipsico. While some adults discussed issues with the Park Ranger, the SPL got all Scouts to set-up the camp. Scouts set-up eight tents, three pop-ups, and three Patrol cooking areas. Scouts finished setting up the campsite, and then gathered fire wood and made a fire for keeping warm, and some Patrols fixed a cracker barrel.  The evening PLC lasted about 30 minutes, and then all Scouts went to bed. Following a cold night with temperatures in the 20s, Scouts woke up and set up the sporting events before the Webelos arrived. Eight Webelos (and six cub scout leaders) watched the flag ceremony, and then Patrols fixed and ate breakfast with the Webelos. After a quick cleanup, the SPL gave Scouts and Webelos the activity schedule including fire building, relay race, shot-put, and tug-of-war. Scouts paired with Webelos and completed one activity before taking a break to eat sandwiches for lunch. After lunch, Scouts and Webelos rotated through the other three activities. Then, Patrols went to the campsite and began making assigned dishes for the evening Thanksgiving dinner. Patrols made stuffing, sweet potatoes, corn bread, vegetables, and desserts, and adults cooked turkey, ham, pork, and mashed potatoes. After a Scout is Reverent, we had a great Thanksgiving dinner. The Troop then gathered by the fire with Max as the master of ceremonies. Patrols received awards for winning the afternoon activities, Patrols did skits, some Scouts told jokes, and Scouts and adults said what they were thankful for. After a late night, Sunday morning came early but was a breeze because we already packed things we didn’t need. Scouts and Webelos did the flag ceremony using a huge flag called Mondo. Scouts then ate breakfast and headed off to do a Service Project.  We helped the Ranger gather broken tree limbs, and loaded up four trailer loads. After finishing, we returned to the campsite and finished packing and loading the trailers, and then gathered for stop, start, continue. Mr. Ski said the campout would require teamwork, and this campout was one of the best examples of teamwork he saw. Troop members did a final sweep to “leave no trace,” and the Troop drove home to St Luke’s. Tristan Wind earned Honor Camper for his leadership and Max Weniger earned the Golden Spork award for his Thanksgiving cooking. Congratulations.
Thanks to all who made this a great Pilgrim Campout!
