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Your son has met all of the following eligibility requirements to be nominated for induction into the Order of the Arrow.  Prior to the election both you and your son must signify an understanding of the responsibilities and expectations for those elected into the O/A.

What is the Order of the Arrow?  
The Order of the Arrow (OA) is an honor camper Brotherhood chartered by the Boy Scouts of America. Its purpose is to recognize and honor those campers who best live up to the Scout Oath or Promise and Scout Law in their daily lives and to guide them in expanding the service that has made them outstanding. 
Election into the OA will be by the votes of his fellow Scouts. Results of the election will not be immediately announced. The successful candidate(s) will be notified by an OA Call-out ceremony and/or by a letter inviting the candidate to complete a weekend “Ordeal” of camping and cheerful service in preparation for his induction. 
Along with the honor for a Scout to be nominated and inducted into the Order, membership requires a certain commitment for future service. An OA member is expected to attend at least 50% of all OA functions. Annual dues are minimal but expected to be paid on time. OA members are also expected to wear the complete Official Boy Scout Uniform to all OA functions and events. Participation in the OA is beyond, and in addition to, Troop 200 functions. OA activities are not Troop 200 activities; and OA members are responsible for arranging their own transportation to and from OA functions and events. Generally, this is not a problem as several youth and adult OA members from Troop 200 attend most OA functions. Ride sharing is possible, but it is up to the individual OA member to make these arrangements. Activities fees are associated with most functions and events (except Chapter meetings).

Program – the OA has various functions, to include:

· Three Ordeal Fellowships per year. (Each weekend is a two-night campout; ~ $20 each)

· Chapter meeting.  Meets 1st Thursday at 7 pm at Yorkminster Presbyterian Church.

· Fall Fellowship.  (Two-night campout – usually the last weekend in October; ~$20)

· Holiday Banquet.  (One evening in December; ~ $15.)

· OA Section Conclave. (Two-night campout for VA O/A Lodges held each spring; ~ $40)

· National Order of the Arrow Conference (NOAC). A one-week convention of OA members from across the US; hosted on a university campus every two years during summer; ~ $400.

· Opportunities to attain leadership roles and experience

· Opportunities to meet and have fellowship with people from other areas

· Opportunities to participate in Native American Dance teams and Ceremonies

Participation - an OA member is expected, as a minimum, to:

· Attend at least two Ordeals each year as well as the Fall Fellowship and/or Holiday Banquet. 
· Attend at least six Chapter meetings annually.
· Must be able to be on his own. No one from Troop 200 may be present to watch over the Scout or correct misbehavior. The Scout must be able to adhere to the Scout Oath and Scout Law; otherwise, his parents may be called and he may not be allowed on any more OA functions.
Scout must return this form with signatures to the Troop 200 O/A Representative prior to the elections.  Scout must be in complete Boy Scout Uniform to stand for election.

Scoutmaster Certification:

I certify that __________________________________________________________________

meets all requirements listed below and is eligible for election into the Order of the Arrow.

· Earned the First Class Rank

· 15 nights of camping within the past 2 years (including one six-day, long-term camp)

· Been active in the troop and showed Scout Spirit

· Demonstrated his ability to adhere to the Scout Oath and Law 
Scoutmaster’s Signature: ________________________________________________________
Scout Acknowledgement:

I understand the responsibilities and expectations for those elected into the Order of the Arrow, and wish to be nominated for election into the Order of the Arrow.
Scout’s Signature: ______________________________________________________________

Parental Consent:

I (We) understand the responsibilities and expectations for those elected into the Order of the Arrow, and give permission for our Scout to be considered for election into the Order.  We also understand this statement of understanding is for the O/A election and does not mean a Scout is in the Order of the Arrow. 
Parent’s Signature: ____________________________________________________________

Parent’s Signature: ____________________________________________________________







